WORKSHOP MINUTES
OCTOBER 15, 2025
7:00 P.M. AT BOROUGH HALL

The workshop meeting of the Borough of Interlaken was called to order at 7:00 p.m., by Mayor Nohilly.
The Sunshine Statement was read by Municipal Clerk, Lori Reibrich Farruggia. “The notice of the
requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act has been satisfied by forwarding notice to the Coaster and
Asbury Park Press. A copy of the notice is posted on the Borough bulletin board and is on file in the
Borough Clerk’s office.”

Present: Mayor Nohilly, Council President Butler, Councilmembers DeSarno, Blasucci, Griffin
Also Present:  Borough Administrator/Clerk Lori Farruggia and Borough Attorney Richard Shaklee, Esq.

Absent: Council members Horowitz, Franks

1. RECREATION COMMITTEE DISCUSSION - discussion regarding volunteerism for the Fall
Event on October 18, 2025.

Mayor Nohilly welcomed four residents who are interested in volunteering for the Recreation Advisory
Committee. Mayor Nohilly provided background information regarding the oversight of the committee,
what it means to be an advisory board to the Council.

Andy and Felicia Levine questioned whether the Mayor and Council were interested in new ideas for
events. They explained their background in athletics and would like to talk about the possibility of a
5K Run. A brief discussion was had regarding the lack of support from the Jersey Shore Running Club
due to size of the run, donations to non-profits as well as course and Police assistance that is needed.
The Mayor stressed the importance of having enough volunteers should the committee consider new
events and ideas.

The Governing Body and Recreation Committee members Andy & Felicia Levine, Shanti Mignogna
and Pam Angeles discussed other events such as open play pickleball events, clinics, and the possibility
of hosting Egg Hunt here instead of doing a joint event with other towns. The need for volunteers would
be a high priority.

Mayor Nohilly explained that all decisions from the advisory committee would need to be presented to
the Governing Body for approval of ideas.

A brief discussion was held regarding this year’s Fall Fest Event. The Mayor and Council discussed
the lack of volunteers for the registration and apparel table. Council members chose volunteer
opportunities that were open for the event such as picking up apparel and time slots at the ticket sales
and apparel table. Borough Administrator Farruggia was saddened to share that she cannot attend this
year’s event as it coincides with an event for family the same day and time frame.

2. ORDINANCE LANGUAGE DISCUSSION - continued review of the amendment language for hot
inclusion in the swimming pool ordinance; new discussion regarding possible change to the driveway
ordinance.




Council President Butler led the ordinance discussion regarding the hot tub inclusion into the swimming
pool. He updated the Council of the details regarding language interpretation since the last meeting.

The current swimming pool ordinance has language that discusses no pool being constructed 12 inches
higher than grade of the existing unaltered ground elevation. This was or could be interpreted as “no
above ground pools” are allowed. Borough Engineer Avakian explained that the forementioned
language was to control people adding soil to their grade to avoid the ground water requirements.

Council had a brief discussion regarding the language and understanding how both interpretations could
be made depending on how the language was being viewed. The Council agreed that the language is
important for inground pools and the ground water as Borough Engineer Avakian stated. The Council
discussed how it is important to control the grade when determining pool approvals, so they want to
ensure that the language controlling inground pools is maintained.

The Council discussed above ground pools. Some members discussed that above ground pools could
be shipping container that has a high end facades and are different from above ground pools of the past.
The Council discussed the large hot tub with jets that was installed at home and determined that the
proposed language from the last meeting does control the size of hot tubs and if they were larger than
square footage allowed. Mayor Nohilly stated that from the discussion it appears the Council wants to
prohibit above ground pools.

The Council continued discussion regarding prohibiting above ground pools as a rule. BA Farruggia
posed the question that if this ordinance is now defining a hot tub size, could the language state that a
normal size hot tub to be kept on an improved surface would be the only above ground option that
would be allowed. It would remove the large above ground pool and large 20 person hot tub concerns.
The Council agreed that would be a good idea because it does not limit people who want a hot tub on
their deck/patio but it also removes the opportunity for large above ground pools or hot tubs.

Mayor Nohilly determined that the Council feelings are that they want to prohibit above ground pools.
Borough Attorney Shaklee stated that he would like to research available case law to see if there is
anything regarding prohibiting above ground pools where a municipality was challenged.

The Mayor and Council authorized Borough Attorney Shaklee to do research on the topic. The
Governing Body will revisit this topic at the next meeting.

Mayor Nohilly opened a discussion regarding long-time smaller driveways in need of replacement in
town. Currently, the ordinance regarding driveways requires a 5-foot setback. He explained that a lot
of driveways, especially on the smaller lots, cannot conform when residents want to replace and not
repair their current driveways. If they replace, they must conform with the new ordinances. Mayor
Nohilly proposed that the Council consider a grandfathering of certain driveways so they can replace
the driveway in the same location. Many homes do not have the option to have a driveway at all if they
are to conform with the new standards. The Council agreed that this was a hardship that could be
addressed by grandfathering driveways that were in existence prior to the ordinance change in 2002.
BA Farruggia was asked to place the introduction of the proposed ordinance on the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS: No new business discussed.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mayor Nohilly opened the floor for public comment.
With no comments from the public, Mayor Nohilly closed the floor.




5. ADJOURNMENT: Councilman Blasucci made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman
DeSarno and unanimously carried.
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