WORKSHOP MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 18, 2024
7:00 P.M. AT BOROUGH HALL

The workshop meeting of the Borough of Interlaken was called to order at 7:00 p.m., by Mayor Nohilly.
The Sunshine Statement was read by Municipal Clerk, Lori Reibrich Farruggia. “The notice of the
requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act has been satisfied by forwarding notice to the Coaster and
Asbury Park Press. A copy of the notice is posted on the Borough bulletin board and is on file in the
Borough Clerk’s office.”

Present: Mayor Nohilly, Council President Butler, Council Members Delia, Franks, DeSarno and
Blasucci
Absent: Councilwoman Horowitz

Also Present:  Borough Administrator/Clerk Lori Reibrich Farruggia, Borough Attorney Richard Shaklee

1. INTERLAKEN FALL FESTIVAL: The Mayor and Council discussed the upcoming Fall Fest on
November 2", The discussion included the volunteer roles that Councilmembers would be doing prior
to or during the event. All vendors have been confirmed. BA Reibrich reminded everyone that the food
trucks have been reserved by number of people. Each person who attends will be provided with a ticket
for each truck for food.

The Council discussed the movie and Councilman Delia said he would bring a popcorn machine.
DPW will set up the tables and tents the Friday before the event.

BA Reibrich said she would confirm with Administrator Assistant, Bill Coy, as to the timeline of arrival
of all trucks for set up.

The Governing Body discussed the sale of merchandise at the event. There are new style sweatshirts
which are perfect for a November event.

At the next meeting, the Governing Body will discuss the last details of the event. They will organize
volunteer times to help at the registration table and the selling of the merchandise.

2. REQUEST FOR COMPLAINT/VIOLATION EMAILS

Councilman Delia made a request from BA/Clerk Reibrich to provide the Governing Body with any
complaints sent to the Borough Office in the past 90 Days. BA Reibrich provided the information with
redactions of identifying characteristics of the complainant.

Mayor Nohilly opened the topic to the group.

Councilman Blasucci questioned the sign ordinance as it seemed to be a topic of concern for one of the
complaints in the list. A brief discussion was had regarding the difference between signs and flags.
Councilman Blasucci stated that a lot of energy seems to be spent by a complainant on signs in town
where he feels that it is not a huge problem. He was surprised by the amount of sign complaints.



Councilman Delia concurred and stated that from his review of the complaints it seems that the
complainants are childish in nature and that it is to just harp on the neighbors. Though, he did note that
the complainants must travel through town to find violations to turn in their neighbors.

Councilman Delia questioned that if the main complainant is also an elected official does that change
the redaction requirements. Borough Attorney Shaklee stated that even though a person is an elected
official there is a provision under the Open Public Records Act where a person making a complaint
would have a reasonable expectation of privacy.

Councilman Franks questioned whether any of the complaints that were provided were not actual
violations. BA Reibrich confirmed that yes, there are ordinances that regulate items that were included
in many of the complaints.

Councilman Delia indicated that bringing a complaint to the Borough should be weighed with a fair
and reasonable measure. If it is not impacting the surrounding neighbors or the town as a whole, the
complaints shouldn’t be consistently sent to the office. Councilman Delia said that after reviewing the
provided documents, he feels a lot of the complaints that are received at the office are ridiculous and
juvenile.

Councilman DeSarno discussed the notification process of a complaint and that the people complaining
should consider it a notification not deeming a response. Mayor Nohilly agreed that no response is
necessary. Councilman Franks said that if a person sends in a complaint that it should acknowledged
and addressed. Mayor Nohilly confirmed that yes, it should be acknowledged but there is no follow up.

Councilman Blasucci stated that any of the emails regarding a possible safety issue are important and
should be addressed but he feels that the rest of the complaints received seem to be more along the lines
of an HOA. This is not an HOA.

Councilman Delia asked BA Reibrich about the complaints from her perspective. She explained that
all complaints that come into the office are addressed as received. They are never ignored. They may
be sent to a different department as needed but they are all handled. The Mayor and Council made it
clear that this topic was not being raised regarding how any complaints are being addressed by the
Borough Office. Councilman Delia indicated that this topic is more to support the office in regard to
consistent complaints about the same items.

With no further discussion, Councilman Delia stated that if it is helpful for the group maybe these
emails should be requested on a quarterly basis.

NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business discussed at the table.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mayor Nohilly opened the floor for public comment. With no
comments made, Mayor Nohilly closed the floor.

ADJOURNMENT: Councilman Franks made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Delia
and unanimously carried.
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