
WORKSHOP MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2025  

7:00 P.M. AT BOROUGH HALL 

 

The workshop meeting of the Borough of Interlaken was called to order at 7:00 p.m., by Mayor Nohilly. 

The Sunshine Statement was read by Municipal Clerk, Lori Reibrich Farruggia. “The notice of the 

requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act has been satisfied by forwarding notice to the Coaster and 

Asbury Park Press.  A copy of the notice is posted on the Borough bulletin board and is on file in the 

Borough Clerk’s office.”   

 

Present: Mayor Nohilly, Council President Butler, Councilmembers DeSarno, Griffin  

 

Also Present: Borough Administrator/Clerk Lori Farruggia and Borough Attorney Richard Shaklee, Esq.  

 

Absent:  Council members Horowitz, Franks, Blasucci  

              

 

1. LAND USE DISCUSSION REGARDING HOT TUBS – Borough Engineer Peter Avakian 

present to discuss the potential changes to regulate hot tubs  

 

Borough Engineer Peter Avakian gave a brief update on the two grant applications that are awaiting 

award. He informed the Council that the DOT approved the remainder of the grant money for 

Bridlemere Phase III to be used for sidewalks within the project. This was a great win for the Borough 

to start the project of repairing the sidewalks throughout town while waiting for the grant awards.  

 

Borough Engineer Avakian discussed the Council’s request to control hot tub size installation. He 

explained how hot tub language would be included in the swimming pool ordinance. The Governing 

Body discussed what would trigger a variance for a hot tub. There was discussion regarding small sized 

hot tubs that could be located on a patio or deck and how amendments to the ordinance should not make 

it overburden a resident who may want a small 4–5-person hot tub.  

 

A discussion was had regarding the need for soil borings and additional items for pools that may not 

be required for hot tubs as they are not placed in the ground. The Council decided that everyone wanting 

to have a pool or hot tub should get a zoning permit and the hot tub requirements would be determined 

by what each individual application would require. If someone wanted to place a larger than 8x10 hot 

tub it will require a variance but may not require the same supporting documents if it is not in the 

ground.  

 

Council President Butler questioned language that makes above the ground pools not permitted or 

requiring a variance. He questioned if someone wanted to put in an 20 x 20 above ground pool today 

that would not be permitted and would require a variance.  

 

A brief discussion regarding was had regarding what a pool or hot tub is defined as and how that affects 

the ordinance interpretation. Borough Attorney Shaklee advised that the ordinance is regulating the size 

of the hot tubs and that if an applicant wants to call it a hot tub or a pool it should not be affected by 

the verbiage it will be controlled by the size.  

 

Mayor Nohilly said that the language can be looked over again before introduction. Borough Engineer 

Avakian said that BA Farruggia and he will be work on making some minor changes that can be 

disturbed and discussed at the next meeting. 



 

2. NEW BUSINESS: No new business discussed.  

 

3. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mayor Nohilly opened the floor for public comment.   

 

Lynne Crowley, 607 Fernmere Avenue, discussed her concerns of the shade trees in front of her house 

after a roots from the tree entered her terracotta pipes and caused a sewer back up issue. She expressed 

wanting to have the tree removed or trimmed. She expressed that she feels that the Shade Tree 

Commission is not responsive to her requests for trimming. She does not feel that she should take upon 

expense on her property from an issue caused by a municipal tree.  

 

Mayor Nohilly explained the details of the London Plane tree species. He provided the background on 

the historical planting of the trees that line Fernmere Avenue and their life cycle. He described their 

specific way of growing new limbs and discarding declining limbs that is specific to the tree species.  

 

Ms. Crowley indicated that the communication and response from the Shade Tree Commission 

regarding a hazardous limb was not appropriate.  

 

Mayor Nohilly discussed the process regarding a hazardous limb and limbs that a resident would like 

to be trimmed. He discussed the maintenance cycle of the Shade Tree Commission.  

 

Joel Fulmer, 705 Fernmere Avenue, stated that he had some concerns about the London Planes with 

their large limbs. He said that he requested the Shade Tree Commission to come look at a large limb 

that is hanging over his property that is causing him concern. He is still waiting for a response. He 

indicated that even if the Shade Tree Commission will not be addressing it in the near future, he would 

like to just know what the plan is for the trees going forward. While understanding they are volunteers, 

he expressed that communication with the Commission could be much better.  

 

Doreen Fulmer, 705 Fernmere Avenue, said that the trees are beautiful, but their growth can be messy 

at times. She is concerned about limbs falling and injuring someone. She feels that a limb that is over 

hanging their house could have serious consequences should it fall.  

 

Ms. Crowley stated that she is concerned that the tree concerns will not be addressed and that she has 

no control of the municipal trees but they greatly impact her.  

 

Mayor Nohilly discussed the benefits of having shade trees and having the old age canopy in town. He 

said that the Borough will have the London Planes looked at and determine if there needs to be 

trimming.  

 

Lucy Roarty, 205 Windermere Avenue, questioned the use of grants for the sidewalks project. Mayor 

Nohilly gave a brief background regarding the Community Development Block Grant and the DOT 

Grant that were submitted for sidewalk repair projects throughout the Borough.  

 

Nick McDonough, 205 Windermere Avenue, stated that the new repairs to the tennis courts turned out 

great. He stated that in a few years the courts may need to be completely redone and a new design with 

a space between tennis and pickleball courts would be a nice way to separate them for better play. He 

was happy to see that new nets were purchased. He was very pleased with the project. BA Farruggia 

discussed the funding in the Open Space Grant. He questioned a missing metal pole in court one. BA 

Farruggia will address with the contractor.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

With no further comments from the public, Mayor Nohilly closed the floor.  

 

4. ADJOURNMENT:  Councilman DeSarno made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman 

Griffin and unanimously carried.  

 

 
 
Record of Vote 

Mayor 
Nohilly 

Council 
President 

Butler 

Councilwoman 
Horowitz 

Councilman 
Franks 

Councilman 
DeSarno 

Councilman 
Blasucci 

Councilman  
Griffin 

Motion to Approve     x   
Motion to Second       x 
Approved   x   x  x 
Opposed        
Not Voting/Recuse        
Absent/Excused   x x    

 

 
 
 ________________________   
 Lori Farruggia, RMC/CMR 

 Municipal Clerk/Administrator 

 


