WORKSHOP MINUTES
AUGUST 20, 2025
7:00 P.M. AT BOROUGH HALL

The workshop meeting of the Borough of Interlaken was called to order at 7:00 p.m., by Mayor Nohilly.
The Sunshine Statement was read by Municipal Clerk, Lori Reibrich Farruggia. “The notice of the
requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act has been satisfied by forwarding notice to the Coaster and
Asbury Park Press. A copy of the notice is posted on the Borough bulletin board and is on file in the
Borough Clerk’s office.”

Present: Mayor Nohilly, Council President Butler, Councilmembers DeSarno, Blasucci Griffin

Also Present:  Borough Administrator/Clerk Lori Farruggia and Borough Attorney Richard Shaklee, Esq.

Absent: Councilwoman Horowitz and Councilman Franks

1.

2025 TRAFFIC STUDY RESULTS — Presentation of the 2025 Traffic Study Results led by
Captain William Hulse and Lieutenant Nick Vaccaro

Mayor Nohilly gave a brief overview of the blind study process that is completed by Lt. Vaccaro on a
yearly basis.

Captain Hulse discussed the blind speed studies, the training it goes into being able to determine speed.
He reported that the 2025 speed study was conducted on Grassmere Avenue. He explained the way the
data is collected and how the software complies with it and creates a report.

Lt. Vaccaro provided his background in 20+ years of experience in traffic bureau and how he is
nationally recognized with his certifications. He provided the details of the study by sharing that the
blind study was completed from July 12, 2025, through July 23, 2025. Inbound traffic totaling 35,422
vehicles and outbound traffic totaling 39,179 vehicles. The Average Speed was 26.1 mph.

Lt. Vaccaro discussed the 85" percentile and how the data is used by traffic engineers and traffic
bureaus to determine the natural flow of traffic and speed limits on roadways. The 85" percentile for
the 2025 traffic study is 30 mph. This is in line with all the studies that have been completed though as
the years have progressed the average speed has decreased overall.

Captain Hulse and Lt. Vaccaro discussed the data regarding the speed limit being 25 mph and how a
recommendation by traffic engineers would be to raise the speed limit to 30. They cited Monmouth Rd
as an example with it being not as wide, all residential and 35 mph.

Captain Hulse concluded by going over the data of previous years that showed the overall speed has
decreased. While no one is making the recommendation, the 85™ percentile shows that the speed would
be better served as a 30-mph road.

Daniel Potozniak, 404 Grassmere Avenue, commented about the perception of speeding, how he sat by
the speed sign at Borough Hall to gather information and the concern for the volume of traffic.

John Vrettos, 616 Grassmere Avenue, discussed the traffic and his feelings on the outliers outside of
the 85" percentile of traffic. He shared he is very happy to see the Police presence by his house on



Grassmere, especially at night. He commented that he would like to discuss more deterrents. He
reiterated that he finds the outliers of the 85" percentile of traffic to be excessive and concerning.

Bill Dalton, 419 Grassmere Avenue, questioned weight limits on Grassmere Avenue which could help
with the loud truck traffic. Captain Hulse and Lt. Vaccaro shared their email with the Monmouth
County about weight limits and how they have no weight limits on their portion of Grasmere and neither
does the circle. They don’t have any intention of creating one. Mr. Dalton shared that was the same
response the County had 30 years ago when he was the former Mayor.

Daniel Potozniak spoke again regarding the number of summonses written for speeding. Mayor Nohilly
and Captain Hulse stated that issuing summons cannot be discussed as there are strict guidelines and
standards drafted by the Attorney General regarding traffic summons and Police discretion.

A brief discussion was had regarding deterrents such as speed bumps, mobile signs and Belgian Block
installation to lessen the appearance of such a wide road. Mayor Nohilly shared that any deterrents
decided upon would be done with no data showing they are necessary. Lt. Vaccaro shared feedback on
speed bumps that residents call within 3 days to have them removed because they are very loud.

A brief discussion was had regarding 4-way stops, crosswalks and pedestrian crosswalk signage.

Jodi Heinz, 512 Bridlemere Avenue, discussed a hedge on Bridlemere Avenue and how the sight line
is very dangerous. Lt. Vaccaro said he already is working on a plan to address this issue.

Mayor Nohilly shared the details about Belgian Block installation in the center of Grasmere Avenue.
It would be needed to get County permission should the Council consider it but the estimated cost is
roughly $200,000 for just the Borough portion. Again, this would be a large ticket item to address
something that is being shown to not be an issue.

Daniel Potozniak stated he felt there would be support from residents to install the Belgian block if it
would act as a deterrent. He spoke about loud stops of trucks by his house.

A brief discussion was had regarding deterrents. Mayor Nohilly shared that Grassmere Avenue is very
safe and has a lot of Police presence. There is a car in town 24/7 which is incredible due to the size of
the Borough.

Councilman Blasucci added that he does not feel that pulling over cars for doing 30 in a 25 is
unreasonable. He shared that he most likely would not support a $200,000 expense when the Governing
Body has been shown multiple times that there is not a speeding problem with the traffic studies.

A brief discussion was had regarding bike lanes that could be cost effective but that would cause no
one to able to park on Grassmere Avenue, Cars are not permitted to park in bike lanes. With the
municipal building on Grassmere Avenue, it would not be a recommendation that Lt. Vaccaro believed
would be a good one.

Mayor Nohilly expressed that the professionals of the Borough and Monmouth County have determined
that there is not a problem. Thoughts are that the speed limit is too low and there is an increase in traffic,
especially in the summer months.

Councilman DeSarno said that traffic will be sent down other roads in a domino effect regarding all
these deterrents on the main street in town that is connected to the circle. Grassmere is the safer road to
travel over Bendermere Avenue due to its width and concrete base. Lt. Vaccaro shared a study he did



on Bendermere Avenue in 2024 during the same exact time frame as the 2025 study. The traffic on
Bendermere Avenue was 7900 vehicles, and the average speed was 25.9. Captain Hulse stated that the
number of vehicles that traverse Grassmere Avenue is a huge difference. He feels that the amount of
traffic may be part of the perception issue but there is not a speeding problem on Grassmere Avenue.

With no further discussion, Mayor and Council thanked the Captain and Leuitenant for their time.

NEW BUSINESS: No new business discussed.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mayor Nohilly opened the floor for public comment.

Jodi and Hank Heinz, Bridlemere Avenue, expressed concerns about accessing the Lake at the
Windermere Cove. Mayor Nohilly said he would have DPW look and see if there is a way to address
the issue without causing erosion into the Lake.

Ms. Heinz thanked the Mayor and Council for investing in an app to reserve the tennis and pickleball
courts. She questioned use of courts and limited time on the app. Mayor Nohilly explained a feature
that solved Ms. Heinz issue.

With no further comments from the public,

ADJOURNMENT: Councilman DeSarno made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Council President
Butler and unanimously carried.
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